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Curriculum Intent
At Wickersley Partnership Trust we understand that getting the curriculum 
right for each and every individual student is the single most important 
factor in ensuring progress, encouraging positive engagement and raising 
aspirations.

We want all students to leave able and qualified to play their full part in an 
ever-changing world through an ambitious, creative and innovative curriculum, 
which empowers students with the skills, knowledge and attributes to allow 
them to succeed in their next phase of education and their working life.

The Geography curriculum is designed to develop curiosity about the world 
and its people to unlock the key to their future. 

Year 9 Curriculum
In Year 9, the Geography curriculum is delivered through three 
lessons every fortnight. Click the topics below to explore.

The Nile
In this topic, students will embark on a geographical journey along the River Nile, the longest river in the 
world. They will begin by exploring where the Nile is located and why it has been so vital to the countries 
it flows through.

Globalisation
Students learn about the ‘journey of the dollar’ while considering some key questions along the way; 
where does our money go after we’ve spent it? What is the future of manufacturing? Why are Chinese 
companies investing in Africa? What are TNC’s? The aim of this topic is for students to understand the 
concept of globalisation and how they contribute to this process. 

Japan
In this topic, students will explore the unique physical and human geography of Japan to investigate the 
biggest challenges the country faces today. 

Middle East
This topic showcases how a major economic region has changed over time and project to change in the 
future, while the themes of sustainability and development are pinned throughout. 

Tropical Rainforests
This topic looks at the importance and uses of the rainforest to humans, animals and plants, and allows 
students to explore the threats that these biomes face and how these threats can be mitigated against. 

Africa
The aim of this module is to introduce students to the huge variation in geography that exists within the 
complex continent of Africa. Ultimately, students will learn that improving people’s lives in a continent 
that is often perceived to be a ‘hopeless case’ is dependent on a range of physical and human factors.

Fieldwork
In this unit, students will undertake a piece of fieldwork investigating whether their school could survive 
a heatwave. They will begin by being introduced to the fieldwork journey, and explore the context behind 
the investigation.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0115mc4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvwtsbk/articles/z2frg7h
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zppthcw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zv2jvj6
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Students can use KS3 BBC Bitesize, 
along with a range of books:

•	 Rainforests: ‘Bloomin’ 
Rainforests Reloaded’ - Horrible 
Geography series

•	 Africa: ‘Desperate Deserts’ - 
Horrible Geography series

•	 Tectonics: ‘Violent Volcanoes’ & 
‘Earth-shattering Earthquakes’ - 
Horrible Geography series

•	 Coasts: ‘Cracking Coasts’ - 
Horrible Geography series

•	 Globalisation: Factfulness by 
Hans Rosling

Immerse Yourself

BBC Bitesize Geography

Get Revising Quicker! 

Videos, Links and Games

Study Support and Revision

Map Zone

Quizlet’s Y9 Geography flashcards are a fantastic way to memorise relevant Geography terms 
to help you with your studies. Click on the icon below to start!

Test Your Knowledge with Quizlet...

Assessment Points
In Year 9, students are assessed each half term in class using a range of skills. These skills 
include location and map skills, geographical understanding, field work, communication, 
decision making, synoptic links and numeracy skills. This then generates a grade which 
is either working towards entry level, entry level, working towards expected, expected, 
working towards greater depth and greater depth.

KS3 Seneca Geography

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrw76sg
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
https://quizlet.com/be/209472015/year-9-geography-revision-flash-cards/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/seneca-certified-resources/geography-ks3-1/


5

Our intent is that all students have a full understanding of how to develop themselves 
as well rounded citizens, maintain healthy relationships and understand how to keep 
themselves safe both online and in their day-to-day life. 

We want all students to know what options are open to them in the future and 
understand the routes they have in order to progress on their life journey. 

Our curriculum will include for all:

•	 Experiential learning through visitors, guest speakers and trips. Y9 visit Flamborough 
Head on the east Yorkshire Coast, to see first hand the coastal processes and 
landforms they have been studying in the classroom.

•	 Hands-on experiences in and out of the classroom
•	 Extra-curricular enrichment through activities in Geography Week and Activity Weeks
•	 Wider opportunities through residential, Camps International, charitable work and our 

Duke of Edinburgh provision.

Broadening Horizons

Our rewards system can be broadly split into four categories: classroom level, subject level, 
school level and privilege rewards. We’ll focus on classroom and subject rewards here - for 
more information about our rewards schemes, please see our website.

CLASSROOM LEVEL REWARDS
Awarded for: working hard, taking risks and rising to a challenge, making mistakes and learning 
from them, helping others, and taking pride in the school community.
Rewarded by: praise postcards, positive phone calls to parents/carers, positive text messages 
home, and lesson based prizes.

SUBJECT LEVEL REWARDS
Reward scheme: Star of the Week, Curriculum Awards (Subject/School Way, Participation, 
Working with Pride, Embracing the Whole Curriculum), High Flyer, Extra Mile, Most Improved.
Rewarded by: names displayed on reward boards, certificates, social media posts.

Praise and Reward

Understanding Globalisation
Globalisation is a bit of a tricky concept to wrap 
your head around, but this animated explainer — 
produced for RMIT University — makes it super easy to 
understand. Click on the logo to watch the video!

Nature and Environmental Charities
If we want to have a planet we’re proud of, and one 
that’s capable of sustaining future generations, we have 
to act now to protect and preserve it. There are many 
things you can do day-to-day to make a difference, 
such as recycling household waste correctly and taking 
unwanted items to charity shops rather than throwing 
them away. Click the logo to find out more.

https://restless.co.uk/volunteer/charities/nature-environmental-charities/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DESE8x3p8Z0
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We run a series of ‘Careers in the Curriculum’ weeks in our school. For Geography, this week 
takes place in May. Students take part in activities to encourage them to think about how 
what they learn in the classroom can be applied in a number of future careers.

A great career option discussed was working for the British Red Cross, their vision is of a world 
in which everyone receives the help they need in a crisis. Their core purpose is to mobilise the 
power of humanity so that individuals and communities have the capacity to prepare for, deal 
with and recover from crisis. Click on the logo to watch a video and find out more!

Careers

THE
Geography
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Have your say!
At WPT we’re always looking for feedback. If you have any thoughts/opinions on this 
Curriculum Newsletter, its content or the curriculum in general, please click on the title 
to fill out a short feedback form.

The Geography Way
The Geography Way is followed and referred to in all lessons. The Geography 
Way has two main purposes. Firstly, to teach students the vital skills they 
need to achieve their full potential and gain the very best grades they can. 
Secondly, to teach students how each subject relates to the wider world, 
incorporating the life skills they will learn.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdBH_opAyfErv8IvGVEy-ml14d3CtJi5g3z1Ga6HHoPaeUUA/viewform?fbclid=IwAR2GVWMVxT5KyR66u4BJHMWfmEFxyeJOdEAVBFGQGwj6CiAMqepobuLfKbI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jHBHRoDqCS4

